
 

Welcome to our 7th Issue! 

Hopefully, you haven’t been too put out by the 

unexpected flurry of snow (surely the last of the 
year!) and are looking forward to a busy spring full of 

exciting developments in the field of e-Assessment. 

Last month’s Corporate AGM was a good opportunity 
to report back to the membership and welcome some 
new faces to the Board after our annual election. 
Thanks again to all those who took part in the vote! 

1 eAA Newsletter Issue 05: July 12th, 2010 

Contents 

Welcome 1 

eAA Announcements 1 

Upcoming Events 2 

Introductions 2 

Adding Assessments to  3 

Your eBooks 

Top Marks Online 3 

Assessing Pronunciation 4 

Rogo Online Assessment 

System 4 

Grade My Essay for  

$100,000  4 

SQA eAssessment  

Resource 5 

The Space Race 5 

FREE Membership of the  

e-Assessment Association 6 

Improve Your Vocabulary  

and Feed the World 6 

A.nnotate - Annotation  

Made Simple 6 

Rubrics for Assessments  

of Online Activities 7 

eAA Mission Statement 7 

Corporate Membership 7 

Snippets 8 

Next Issue 8 

Did you know that it’s free to join the e-Assessment Association in 2012? 

eAA Newsletter Issue 07: April 10th, 2012 

With the ranks of the eAA growing steadily, and the membership reflecting a 
truly cross-sectoral representation, we feel that the Association is ideally placed 
to highlight the best on offer when demonstrating the clear advantages of 
assessment for the 21st Century. 

eAA Announcements 

The latest edition of the International e-Assessment Journal (IJeA), Vol. 2, No. 2 
entitled ‘Good Practice in e-Assessment by eAA Corporates 2012’ containing 10 
papers written by our corporate members can now be downloaded from the IJeA 

website: http://bit.ly/Iq4Zlf (registration is required to access content). 

The results of this year’s election to the eAA Board were announced at the 
Corporate AGM; you will find introductions from Matthew White and Denis 
Saunders on the next page. We were also happy to welcome for the first time 
Gráinne Hamilton from the JISC Regional Support Centre in Scotland, and confirm 
the re-election of Matt Wingfield, Linda Steedman and your newsletter editor 
(thanks for your support!).  

The Members AGM will be held at this year’s eAssessment Scotland conference in 
Dundee on the 31st of August. As always, there is no charge to attend the UK’s 
largest conference dedicated to exploring the benefits of e-Assessment and we 
hope to see you there! 

Note: There is still time to respond to the call for posters,  
presentation and workshops at the conference. This year, the  

face-to-face event will be supplemented with an online event  
running from the 23rd of August to the 6th of September.  

A selection of papers presented at the conference will be included  
in a special edition of the IJeA. 

For more information, visit: www.e-assessment-scotland.org 
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Introductions 
 

After a successful AGM at the e-Assessment Question conference in London last 
month, we were delighted to welcome Matthew White and Denis Saunders as 
new associate member representatives to the Board. Both bring a wealth of 
experience and a fresh perspective on how the eAA should evolve in the future. 
 

Matthew White, Senior Business Manager, learndirect 

“The e-Assessment Association has done great work so far in 
spreading good practice within the industry and this is 

something I would like to see continue. It is important also 
that the Association continues to grow in size, as well as 
broadening and deepening its influence on key thinkers and 
policy makers. The association needs to be at the forefront of 

the drive to move assessment from traditional paper-based testing towards e-
Assessment. Therefore it is important to engage with those conducting paper-
based testing to understand the obstacles to making the switch and to 

establish the benefits of making that switch. Three key support activities for 
this I believe are: 

 Effective lobbying by the eAA to produce a policy environment conducive 

to e-Assessment. 

 Facilitation of research on the obstacles to e-Assessment and also on the 

benefits of e-Assessment versus paper-based testing. 

 Enhanced interaction between the association and paper-based testers to 

promote e-Assessment via the association’s own conference as well as 
social media.” 

 
Denis Saunders, Director, Calibrand 

“I come on to the Board with an open mind and before setting 
out a ‘manifesto’ I would like to learn more about what is 

going on, what is planned and the current position the Board 
takes. Given this I intend to listen and then revise any 

objectives I might have in response to what I hear.  

In my 3 years as a board member I would like to assist in achieving progress 
towards the following: 

 Adoption of assessment of all types whether ‘e’ or other as an identified 

sector in its own right – i.e. with its own identifiable SIC code under 
Education or Computer and related activities, but distinct from these with 
‘industry’ statistics, etc. http://bit.ly/HbqiU9 

 To pool resources to lobby for guidance on a ‘level playing field’ as far as 

VAT, government subsidies, national and international law is concerned – 
this is an area which lacks clarity and, I believe, desperately needs it. 

 To plan for the point at which e-Assessment becomes the main delivery 

method for assessments and at that point, change the Association’s 
name to ‘The Assessment Association’.” 

 
In the next edition of the newsletter, we’ll be introducing you to the new 
ordinary member representatives who have joined the Board, but if you can’t 
wait until then, please visit the eAA’s website at www.e-assessment.com to 

learn more about the new Board.  

Upcoming Events  

 

 

1st May 

Transforming  

e-assessment for 

Learning 

London 

http://bit.ly/Hc9s7K 

 

14th May 

Devising, creating and 

scheduling online tests  

Liverpool 

http://bit.ly/HO4gKq 

 

21st May 

Assessment and 

Feedback in the Digital 

Age 

London 

http://bit.ly/HdEQEW 

 

11th June 

Self-assessment: 

strategies and software 

to stimulate learning 

Milton Keynes 

http://bit.ly/HbLkH7 

 

13th-14th June 

e-Assessment in 

Practice 

Shrivenham 

http://bit.ly/oDFO5I 

 

18th June 

Understanding the 

Process of Learning for 

More Effective 

Feedback 

Leeds 

http://bit.ly/HHm7Bs 
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Adding Assessments to Your eBooks 
 

If you haven’t had the opportunity, then you 
should try out Apple’s free iBooks Author (iBA) 
app (available for Macs with OSX 10.7.2), now 
that they have resolved the issues over ownership 
of published material: http://bit.ly/HFCXS6  

Most eBooks that you encounter today resemble 
their paper-based cousins, with the only real 

difference being the medium. Many ‘eReaders’ 
even go so far as adding animated page turns to 
preserve the link to the traditional format. 

Now, at least, with iBooks Author you have the 
opportunity to explore what’s possible with the 
easy inclusion of multimedia and e-Assessment widgets. The interface is 

incredibly intuitive, allowing you to put together content quickly, with text 
entered directly or imported from  Pages or Word (though complicated 
formatting does cause a few issues). 

For quizzes (or Reviews as iBA calls them), you have a choice of question 
styles, such as standard MCQs, visual MCQs and image-based questions where 
answers can be dragged to specific points in a picture. At the moment, there 

are no options to add feedback to questions, or to track the results. 

As an authoring platform iBA’s greatest strength is its usability - teaching staff 
would have little trouble getting to grips with it. There are a few niggles, such 
as video formats, but these are likely to be resolved in future versions.  

The main issue with wide-scale adoption is that content produced can only be 
viewed on iPads (though you can import to PDF). If we have time, we’ll 
produce an iBook version of the newsletter and you can tell us what you think. 

iBooks Author app: http://bit.ly/IeyWmf  

iBooks Author walkthrough: http://bit.ly/I088XM  

Upcoming Events 

(continued) 
 

 

9th-11th July 

ePortfolio & Identity 

Conference 

London 

www.epforum.eu 

 

10th July 

Integrative Formative 

Assessment Methods 

Huddersfield 

http://bit.ly/HULmkx 

 

10th-11th July 

2012 International CAA 

Conference 

Southampton 

http://bit.ly/tNXwwN 

 

23rd August - 6th 

September 

eAssessment Scotland 

2012 Online 

http://bit.ly/n0ScWm 

 

31st August 

eAssessment Scotland 

2012 

Dundee 

http://bit.ly/n0ScWm 

 

Planning an Event? 

If you are hosting or 

planning an event related 

to e-Assessment, then 

please let us know and we 

will advertise it in the next 

newsletter and through 

the eAA networks. 

Just contact: 

klamb@soffed.com 
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Top Marks Online 
 

The Chartered Banker Institute, working in partnership 
with technology provider eCom, will use eNetAssess for 
web delivery of both essay and multiple choice exams, 
with further enhancements including simplification of the 
marking system for the examiner and the verifier. 

Colin Morrison, Deputy Chief Executive and Director of 
Education, explains: "The Institute has been a leader in 

providing online examinations for several years. This new 
system will bring greater functionality for students when 

answering essay questions and improvements to our marking and verification 
systems. It is an exciting development which will help transform our 
examination system for everyone's benefit." 

In addition to offering enhanced benefits to exam candidates, all marking and 

verification will be completed online, making the whole process more 
streamlined for both examiners and verifiers. 

View the press release here: http://bit.ly/IAKP7B   

eCom’s eNetAssess: http://bit.ly/HuOyFL  

http://bit.ly/HFCXS6
http://bit.ly/IeyWmf
http://bit.ly/I088XM
http://www.epforum.eu
http://bit.ly/HULmkx
http://bit.ly/tNXwwN
http://bit.ly/n0ScWm
http://bit.ly/n0ScWm
mailto:klamb@soffed.com
http://bit.ly/IAKP7B
http://bit.ly/HuOyFL


 

Rogō Online Assessment System 
 

The Rogō online assessment system (previously 
known as TouchStone) was developed within 
the University of Nottingham Medical School 
and has been in use for several years. It has 
recently been extended to support assessment 
in wider subject areas across the University.  

It is designed to support the academic 

workflow, including writing questions in a 
simple web-based interface, setting papers, mapping questions onto 
outcomes and/or standards, peer review, secure exams, post exam analysis 
and student feedback.  

Rogō has been designed with summative assessment in mind. All data sent 
between the client and the server is encrypted using 128- or 256-bit SSL. This 

secure connection exists for all Rogō activities. Access to individual question 
papers can be limited by date/time, cohort and IP address.  

The system is now available under an open source licence (GPL v3.0) and is 
part of the JISC Assessment and Feedback programme, from which they have 
received funding to develop an open source development community around 
the system.  

Rogō website: http://bit.ly/HGxBmh  

Download available from: http://bit.ly/Huk7Q4   

JISC Assessment and Feedback programme: http://bit.ly/HxV5MD  

Assessing 

Pronunciation 
 

Voice recognition has 

received a lot of attention 

recently, not least with 

the release of Siri - 

included with latest 

version of Apple’s iPhone. 

However, users have 

complained that the user 

experience can be less 

than ideal, even going so 

far as to sue for false 

advertising:  

http://on.mash.to/HvjEdH 

Regional accents can 

often prove too difficult 

for the software, though 

there are circumstances 

where such limitations can 

be useful - assessing 

pronunciation being one 

example. 

Free apps, such as Dragon 

Dictate on the iPhone/

iPad, let you assign 

formative reading tasks 

where learners read a 

paragraph and the voice 

recognition software 

highlights problem areas. 

Dictated paragraphs can 

also be emailed to tutors 

for further feedback. 

Windows 7 also comes 

bundled with free voice 

recognition, so learners 

have a range of dictation 

options open to them. 

Dragon Dictate App 

http://bit.ly/HDHctX   

Windows 7 speech 

recognition  

http://bit.ly/HrlgDe 
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Grade My Essay for $100,000  
 

The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation in the United States will award 

prizes totalling $100,000 to the designers of software that can reliably 
automate the grading of essays for state tests. 

“Better tests support better learning,” says Barbara Chow, Education Program 
Director at the Hewlett Foundation. “Rapid and accurate automated essay 
scoring will encourage states to include more writing in their state 
assessments. And the more we can use essays to assess what students have 

learned, the greater the likelihood they’ll master important academic content, 
critical thinking, and effective communication.” 

Many though, don’t think that essays can be scored automatically, pointing 
out that software is normally limited to counting letters or words, picking up 
phrases and quotations, and checking grammar spelling - all of which are not 
necessarily indicators of good writing and at best only rate the superficial 

elements of the assignment. 

Still, advances in technology can produce surprisingly effective results - and a 
combination of automated grading solutions and tutor interventions can 
provide learners with timely feedback and better all-round support. 

The closing date for entries is the 30th of April, and with 116 teams taking 
part (at the time of writing), competition is bound to be fierce.  

Competition entry: http://www.kaggle.com/c/asap-aes  

http://bit.ly/HGxBmh
http://bit.ly/Huk7Q4
http://bit.ly/HxV5MD
http://on.mash.to/HvjEdH
http://bit.ly/HDHctX
http://bit.ly/HrlgDe
http://www.kaggle.com/c/asap-aes


 

The Space Race 
 

As well as taking us boldly where no one has gone before, NASA also provides 
us with a wealth of free teaching materials and multimedia resources right here 
on planet Earth. One of their more recent developments is a multiplayer 
FaceBook game, Space Race Blast Off, essentially an MCQ quiz on a random 
selection of subjects: maths, science, spacecraft, etc.  

Although the use of MCQs is nothing new, NASA 
makes the most of gaming features and the 

multiplayer platform to engage learners: 

• choose to play on your own, with friends 
or random players 

• leaderboards, bonus rounds, competitive 

scoring 

• awards/trophies in the form of ‘badges’  

The ‘gamification’ elements really do add to the 
replay factor; it would be interesting to see if 
some of these techniques could be applied to 

other assessment platforms to encourage more 
engagement (perhaps a subject for the next 

newsletter?). 

Another exciting development is Moonbase Alpha – a multiplayer simulation 
set on the Moon, with players working together to repair damage from a 
meteorite impact.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Built on a professional games engine, the game stands up well to modern 
comparisons. Although traditional assessment options are limited (tasks need 
to completed within set time limits with clear succeed/fail parameters), there 
are additional supplemental teaching resources which can be downloaded 
separately, including paper-based pre- and post-assessment tasks (which could 
be repurposed to be delivered online).    

Moonbase Alpha is the first of two games for learning that NASA is developing. 

The second, Astronaut: Moon, Mars and Beyond (release date TBA), is a 
massively multiplayer online game that will include science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics learning and career exploration. 

[Note: the newsletter editor has lost quite a bit of time playing these games in 
the *cough* interests of research and will not be responsible for any decline in 
productivity if you choose to follow the links below.] 

Moonbase Alpha: http://1.usa.gov/IfAlbS   

Moonbase Alpha Educator Guide (with assessment): http://1.usa.gov/HrCyor 

Space Race Blast Off: http://1.usa.gov/IltQbg  

NASA Education: http://1.usa.gov/HD88u7  

SQA eAssessment 

Resource 
 

The Scottish Qualification 

Authority (SQA), eAA and 

other organisations have 

been working to identify: 

 quality gains from  

e-assessment, and 

ways to highlight 

these to centres 

 actions to contribute 

more to centres’ 

quality enhancement 

activities 

 areas in SQA’s quality 

assurance procedures 

that could inhibit the 

use of e-assessment, 

and how these could 

be amended. 

 

The SQA have created an 

online resource to collate 

information and provide a 

simple, single point of 

guidance to support and 

encourage the use of  

e-assessment in centres. 

It is designed to assist 

with planning, 

implementing and 

reviewing the use of  

e-assessment tools and 

systems. 

The two key purposes of 

the website are to: 

 focus on the  

e-assessment areas 

raised by colleges and 

provide advice and 

links to relevant 

resources 

 widen the discussion 

on e-assessment to 

include schools, 

training providers, 

education authorities, 

HE and other 

interested parties. 

 

Visit the resource at: 

http://bit.ly/IGrXRj  
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A.nnotate - Annotation Made Simple 
 

For those looking for an online 
marking solution, A.nnotate might 
be worth a look. An online browser-
based annotation, collaboration and 
indexing system for documents and 
images, A.nnotate supports PDF, 
Microsoft and Open/Libre Office 

formats.  

Once you set up an account, you 
can upload documents or take 
snapshots of webpages. These are 
then converted to a format which 
allows you to select text or define 

an area to which you can then add 
your annotations.  

You can easily share documents, images and snapshots with others allowing 
them to leave feedback, which means it could be used by learners to upload 
content for peer review. 

There are interesting additional features, such as the ability to send your 

annotations directly to your Twitter account using the built-in note linking 

function. You can also embed an 'annotate this page' button to your own web 
page or blog. 

The A.nnotate platform is behind VLE Middleware’s free EasyView Moodle 
plugin that allows users to view documents without the need to install any 
additional software on their PCs; something that can be very useful if you 
need to share documents and have distance-based learners who have no 
technical support.  

There is a free account that gives you access to the full feature set though 
you are limited to 30 uploads a month, which may be enough for your 
purposes. Educational discounts are available as well as an option to host 
your own A.nnotate service. 

A.nnotate website: http://a.nnotate.com 

EasyView Moodle plug-in: http://bit.ly/HXoYGA  

FREE Membership 

of the e-Assessment 

Association 
 

For a limited time, the 

e-Assessment Association 

is waiving its annual 

membership fee of £50. 

Take advantage of this 

unique opportunity and 

sign up now! Becoming a 

member of the eAA will 

enable you to: 

 

 discuss new and 

creative approaches 

that can support 

organisational 

excellence and help 

improve the quality of 

e-Assessment; 

 share experiences, 

practice, skills and 

knowledge with other 

experts; 

 network with other 

teachers, tutors, 

academics, awarding 

body representatives, 

training providers, 

software developers 

and vendors; 

 influence educational 

policy through debate; 

 

To become a member of 

the eAA today, visit: 

http://bit.ly/HDdoyy  

If you would like to 

enquire about corporate 

membership, please 

contact:  

members@ 

e-assessment.com for 

more information.  

 

Find us on LinkedIn, 

Facebook and Twitter. 
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Improve Your Vocabulary and Feed the World 
 

An interesting take on the online quiz format is to link a 
successful score with donations to the World Food 
Programme - no pressure then! 

Free Rice (2.0) is a non-profit website run by the United 
Nations World Food Programme, which has been set up 
with 2 goals: 

1. Provide education to everyone for free. 

2. Help end world hunger by providing rice to hungry people for free. 

The site offers MCQ quizzes on a range of subjects, maths, English, 
languages, chemistry and geography among others.  

Do your bit by visiting: http://freerice.com 

http://a.nnotate.com
http://bit.ly/HXoYGA
http://bit.ly/HDdoyy
mailto:members@e-assessment.com
mailto:members@e-assessment.com
http://freerice.com


 

Maths - Examples Galore. 
 

Maths E.G. (Examples Galore) is a free-to-use 
collection of almost 2,000 mathematics questions 
spanning topics from GCSE to undergraduate level 
2.  Each question utilises random parameters, with 
millions of possible permutations, giving learners 
access to virtually unlimited practice. The platform 
was developed by Abdulrahman Kamavi as part of 

the HEA/JISC-funded DeSTRESS project. 

The feature rich questions, which can include 
dynamic graphs and mathematical notation, are 
supported by very complete feedback screens and 
links to supplementary material, which allow 
students to use the resource as a learning tool in 

its own right.   

A simple interface allows for quick navigation, with 
search facilities to locate questions of a specific 
type and level. Presentation is basic, but the scope 
and depth of explanation on offer make this a 
powerful resource. 

The questions have been extensively trialled at 

Brunel University with students from departments 
as diverse as economics, sports sciences and 
health studies, as well as the more traditional areas of engineering, 
mathematics and computing. In the future, there are plans to support mobile 
devices, improve the teacher’s interface and expand on the range of questions 
on offer. 

Maths E.G.: http://bit.ly/IiOGnN  

DeSTRESS project: http://bit.ly/IcwI6N 
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Corporate 

Membership 
 

Current corporate 

members of the eAA 

include: 

 

AlphaPlus 

AQA 

Assessment Tomorrow 

BTL 

Calibrand 

Cambridge Assessment 

CARET 

City & Guilds 

DRS  

eCom Scotland 

Pearson VUE 

Prometric 

RM Assessment 

SCHOLAR 

Scottish Qualifications 
Authority 

Summit Global Testing  

TAG Developments 

Televic Education  

The Test Factory 

UFI/learndirect 

WebExaminer 

WJEC / CBAC 

 

eAA Mission 

Statement  
 

‘‘The eAA campaigns for 

the widening of the 

effective use of  

e-Assessment in support 

of learning. The eAA will 

do this by encouraging 

individuals and 

organisations to make 

good use of  

e-Assessment, by 

explaining the issues to 

the public and by 

influencing educational 

thinking and policy.” 

Rubrics for Assessments of Online Activities 
 

As more online technologies are embedded in the day-to-day practice of 
learning and teaching, we are finding that students are encouraged to take a 
more active role in their own education. Greater emphasis is placed on 
teamwork, problem-solving and the ability to develop their own skills and 
knowledge.  

The shift in teaching styles requires that approaches to assessment adapt to 
the new online format. New rubrics need to be developed that take into 

account collaborative writing groups, games-based activities, and 
communication through the social web.  

Fortunately Marina Kostina has managed to seek out examples from the 
University of Wisconsin-Stout, along with some resources to develop your own 
rubrics to give you a head start.   

Assessment rubrics: http://bit.ly/HwAdt9  

Marina Kostina: http://effectiveonlineteaching.org 

http://bit.ly/IiOGnN
http://bit.ly/IcwI6N
http://www.alphaplusconsultancy.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.assessmenttomorrow.com/
http://www.btl.com/
http://www.calibrand.com/
http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/ca/
http://www.caret.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.cityandguilds.org.uk/
http://www.drs.co.uk/
http://www.ecomscotland.com/
http://www.pearsonvue.com/
http://www.prometric.com/
http://www.rmassessment.co.uk/
http://scholar.hw.ac.uk/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/
http://www.summitglobaltesting.com/
http://www.tagdevelopments.com/
http://www.televic-education.com/en/
http://www.thetestfactory.com/
http://www.ufi.com/
http://www.webexaminer.com/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
http://bit.ly/HwAdt9
http://effectiveonlineteaching.org


 

Issue 8 
 

The next edition of the eAA newsletter is scheduled for June.  

We would be interested in hearing from people who are doing 

work with Open Badges: http://bit.ly/IgfZ78, and ideas on how 
to assess video evidence electronically. Of course, if you are 
working in any other areas related to e-Assessment, we would 

be delighted to hear from you too!  

As always, we welcome your feedback on this edition and any 
suggestions for future topics. If you have an e-Assessment-
related story that you would like to share with the community, 
then we would be delighted to hear from you. Items should be 
submitted electronically to the Editor, Kenji Lamb, at Soffed 

Ltd: klamb@soffed.com  
 
(deadline for contributions is 10th June, 2012) 
 

Image attributions 

'Mum and lamb' by Meareworth: http://bit.ly/IiK2Lr  
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Snippets 
 

Using AI in Formative and Summative Assessment 
http://bit.ly/HvDm8q 

Seb Schmoller revisits the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in formative and summative assessment with 
a range of links after covering the topic following presentations delivered by Dylan William and Peter 
Norvig at the 2007 ALT conference.  

 
Flubaroo 
www.flubaroo.com 

Flubaroo is a free tool, designed in Google Docs, that helps you quickly grade multiple-choice or fill-in-
blank assignments. You can display average scores overall/per question, flag low-scoring questions, and 
email grades with answer keys. 

 
Open Source Tech Readiness Tool 
http://bit.ly/HvlwSV   

The SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers (PARCC) have contracted Pearson to develop an open source “Technology 
Readiness Tool” to support US states as they transition to next-generation assessments. Due for release 

in the first half of 2012. For more information, read the Huffington Post article ’Getting Ready for Online 

Assessment’: http://huff.to/HuXgDR  

 

http://bit.ly/IgfZ78
mailto:klamb@soffed.com
http://bit.ly/IiK2Lr
http://bit.ly/HvDm8q
http://www.flubaroo.com
http://bit.ly/HvlwSV
http://huff.to/HuXgDR

